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This article is based on a literature survey with the aim of highlighting 
stimulated recall, as a method of generating data. Stimulated recall involves 
showing people recorded portions of their lives and inviting them to comment 
on these. It is one of many methods where the comments a respondent gives 
concerning their work is used as data. The recorded person may see or hear a 
tape shortly after it was recorded. The tape is intended to be a stimulus for 
recall, which will help the interviewee to relive the original event.

The origin of stimulated recall seems to be located to the early 1950s but the 
use of the method did not become common until the late 1970s. It was also 
during the 1970s that the so called Teacher Thinking research became 
common and the Teacher Thinking tradition has, so to say, incorporated 
stimulated recall as a method.

Regarding the literature survey, it seems that one cannot speak about 
stimulated recall as the stimulated recall method. The use of stimulated recall 
varies depending on, for example, methods used during the interview, the use 
of the recorded material and the interviewee’s possibilities to get acquainted 
with the recorded material before the interview. It is not only the use of the 
method that varies between different research projects. The focus of interest 
for the researchers also varies in those projects that have used stimulated 
recall. Since there is a variation of both how to conduct the research and what 
to research it might be better to speak about a stimulated recall method 
instead. Therefore it seems that the use of stimulated recall to a large extent is 
a product of the individual researcher’s intentions. Common to all efforts, 
however, is the aim to gain insights into people’s thinking.

An important question is whether the results of these efforts really are 
interactive thoughts that the interviewees remember or thoughts that are 
created in the time of hearing or viewing the recorded material. This latter 
assumption challenges the former and original thoughts about stimulated 
recall since it questions what the interviewees are able to verbalise. 
Representatives for this movement advocate that it is impossible for the 
interviewees to describe such cognitive processes and that a lot of one’s actions 
are automated and therefore very difficult to verbalise. According to this way 
of reasoning the thoughts, that the interviewees refer to, are a combination of 
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cognitive processes during the original occasion and responses that occur 
when viewing the recorded situation. Stimulated recall could therefore also be 
seen as a method to gain insights about, for instance, teachers’ professional 
knowledge or beliefs about teaching in a retrospective way.

In conclusion, this article has focussed on presenting stimulated recall as a 
method. The main point is that the method varies concerning methodological 
points of departure and that these are divergences of opinions regarding basic 
assumptions as to what interviewees are able to verbalise by the means of 
stimulated recall. Because of this it is important for the researcher to express 
his or her position, when stimulated recall is used, and as well carefully 
describe how his or her inquiry has been done. This of course applies to all 
methods of inquiry.

Owe Lindberg, 2003: Conversation or parallel monologues? Swedish treatises 
on teacher education during the period 1953–2000 /Samtal eller parallella 
monologer? Svenska avhandlingar om lärarutbildning perioden 1953–2001/. 
Pedagogisk Forskning i Sverige, Vol 8, No 3, pp 158–183. Stockholm. ISSN 
1401-6788.

This is a study of all PhD theses and licentiate theses on teacher education ever 
written and defended in Sweden at the time of the study, that is 2001. Research 
on teacher education is one of the bases for our understanding of teacher 
education and, as an extension, also for the way we talk about teacher 
education. From this vantage point the question of how research on teacher 
education takes shape becomes important, both in relation to the issues that 
research focusses upon and in relation to how the field of research on teacher 
education constructs itself. Of special interest is the question of how talk 
about teacher education, produced in and through teacher education, research 
is constituted in terms of parallel monologues or dialogues. 

In order to establish a register of previous theses I have used LIBRIS, the 
catalogue of Swedish libraries. Although LIBRIS is a comprehensive and well-
structured database there is no single royal road that guarantees the outcome 
of database searches. Different search routes produce different results. 
However, by combining the three main search entries – keywords, subject and 
classification – it was possible to establish a register of 47 theses.

The first thing that can be noticed is that the volume of teacher education 
research has expanded. Until the 1990s research that was reported in theses 
was a minor enterprise. Only 11 theses were written, with Gustaf Ögrens 
thesis Trends in English Teachers’ Training from 1800 to 1953 as the first. 
From 1990 onwards we see a substantial expansion with 36 theses within the 
span of 12 years, that is three theses per year.
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Secondly we can say that the 11 early theses are almost completely 
unaccounted for in the latter theses. Only two of them can be found as 
references in the five theses from the new millennium. You can easily find a 
number of reasons for this, for example that research issues have changed, as 
have research methods, which make references to earlier research less 
important. But the lack of recognition of earlier research can also be part of a 
more general pattern.

The 36 theses from 1990 onwards are categorised in relation to two 
dimensions which can be labelled central versus peripheral and general versus 
specific. By combining the two dimensions you get a table with four cells: 
»central and general», »central and specific», »peripheral and general», and 
»peripheral and specific». The different cells can be said to represent different 
conditions for interrelation between the different theses within the cells. The 
only cell where it is reasonable to expect a more elaborate pattern of 
interrelation between the theses is the first cell. I have therefore chosen to 
make that cell the focus of further analysis. One third of the theses (12) fall in 
this cell. These theses deal, almost entirely with two aspects, (i) how teacher 
education programmes are constructed, have been constructed and could be 
constructed and (ii) how future teachers apprehend the world, primarily their 
own teacher education programme.

These 12 theses contain a bit over 2000 references. 106 references appear 
more than once which means that the number of referred texts is roughly 
2000. 106 shared references out of a total number 2000 references is a very 
small figure and there is subsequently not many common orientation points – 
that is ideas, theories, methodologies etcetera that are mutually recognised 
although not necessarily commonly understood – that can help to interrelate 
the 12 theses in this field. In addition to that one can see that no single 
reference appears in more than six theses.

Seen as orientation points these references, however few, are mainly external 
to the teacher education project and deal with general methodological, 
theoretical or philosophical issues, issues like the construction of knowledge, 
from both a micro and a macro perspective. Only two out of 106 shared 
references deal with basic issues in relation to ideas about teacher education 
and the construction of teacher education programmes.

The first 6 theses on teacher education had a male author. Since then the 
situation has changed substantially. Today female researchers dominate the 
production of theses on teacher education. Within the cell »central and 
general», eight of the theses are written by female researchers. In terms of 
points of orientations, however, research on teacher education is still a predo-
minantly male enterprise. Only 15% of the references are references to female 
researchers. So, while the field of research on teacher education is being 
feminised its points of references, to the extent that such points exist, are in 
significant ways still set by men.

There is a risk that my choice of theses as the empirical basis will produce 
pictures that, in relation to the field of research on teacher education as a 
whole, are too narrow, limited or distorted and to get an external point of 
reference I have compared my study with a study on research on teacher 
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education in Sweden from the mid 1990s, Ahlström and Kallós (1995). Three 
aspects of similarities and differences should be mentioned. Firstly, most of the 
studies that Ahlström and Kallós discuss are theses. There is very limited non-
theses research that is accounted for in their study. Therefore my explicit 
choice of theses doesn’t make a big difference. Secondly, we to some extent, 
include different texts in our studies. 12 theses, put forward during the period 
that Ahlström and Kallós’ study covers, which in LIBRIS are classified as 
research on teacher education and therefore included in my study are absent 
in the study of Ahlström and Kallós. On the other hand, only nine of the 17 
theses that Ahlström and Kallós discuss are classified as teacher education 
research in LIBRIS and subsequently included in my study. Thirdly, despite 
these differences, the overall picture that emerges and that I try to highlight is 
very similar. Both studies result in pictures of a field with a low degree of 
interrelation and thereby more of »parallel monologues» than dialogues.

What then is the potential for research on teacher education to contribute to 
a more elaborated way to talk about teacher education? In relation to the 
situation delineated above the answer must be »poor». What we need, in order 
to change that situation, I would argue, is research on teacher education that 
focuses on basic aspects of the problems and dilemmas of the teacher 
education project. Such research would also create better conditions for 
interrelation between researchers within the field and for strengthening the 
field as a whole.


	English summaries
	Björn Haglund, 2003: Stimulated Recall – Some notes concerning a method of generating data /Stimulated Recall – Några anteckningar om en metod att generera data/. Pedagogisk Forskning i Sverige, Vol 8, No 3, pp 145–157. Stockholm. ISSN 1401-6788
	This article is based on a literature survey with the aim of highlighting stimulated recall, as a method of generating data. Stimulated recall involves showing people recorded portions of their lives and inviting them to comment on these. It is one o...
	The origin of stimulated recall seems to be located to the early 1950s but the use of the method did not become common until the late 1970s. It was also during the 1970s that the so called Teacher Thinking research became common and the Teacher Think...
	Regarding the literature survey, it seems that one cannot speak about stimulated recall as the stimulated recall method. The use of stimulated recall varies depending on, for example, methods used during the interview, the use of the recorded materia...
	An important question is whether the results of these efforts really are interactive thoughts that the interviewees remember or thoughts that are created in the time of hearing or viewing the recorded material. This latter assumption challenges the f...
	In conclusion, this article has focussed on presenting stimulated recall as a method. The main point is that the method varies concerning methodological points of departure and that these are divergences of opinions regarding basic assumptions as to ...
	Owe Lindberg, 2003: Conversation or parallel monologues? Swedish treatises on teacher education during the period 1953–2000 /Samtal eller parallella monologer? Svenska avhandlingar om lärarutbildning perioden 1953–2001/. Pedagogisk Forskning i S...
	This is a study of all PhD theses and licentiate theses on teacher education ever written and defended in Sweden at the time of the study, that is 2001. Research on teacher education is one of the bases for our understanding of teacher education and,...
	In order to establish a register of previous theses I have used LIBRIS, the catalogue of Swedish libraries. Although LIBRIS is a comprehensive and well- structured database there is no single royal road that guarantees the outcome of database searche...
	The first thing that can be noticed is that the volume of teacher education research has expanded. Until the 1990s research that was reported in theses was a minor enterprise. Only 11 theses were written, with Gustaf Ögrens thesis Trends in English ...
	Secondly we can say that the 11 early theses are almost completely unaccounted for in the latter theses. Only two of them can be found as references in the five theses from the new millennium. You can easily find a number of reasons for this, for exa...
	The 36 theses from 1990 onwards are categorised in relation to two dimensions which can be labelled central versus peripheral and general versus specific. By combining the two dimensions you get a table with four cells: »central and general», »cen...
	These 12 theses contain a bit over 2000 references. 106 references appear more than once which means that the number of referred texts is roughly 2000. 106 shared references out of a total number 2000 references is a very small figure and there is su...
	Seen as orientation points these references, however few, are mainly external to the teacher education project and deal with general methodological, theoretical or philosophical issues, issues like the construction of knowledge, from both a micro and...
	The first 6 theses on teacher education had a male author. Since then the situation has changed substantially. Today female researchers dominate the production of theses on teacher education. Within the cell »central and general», eight of the thes...
	There is a risk that my choice of theses as the empirical basis will produce pictures that, in relation to the field of research on teacher education as a whole, are too narrow, limited or distorted and to get an external point of reference I have co...
	What then is the potential for research on teacher education to contribute to a more elaborated way to talk about teacher education? In relation to the situation delineated above the answer must be »poor». What we need, in order to change that situ...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


