Educational Linguistics 2024:
Language(s) from Childhood to Adult Age
September 11-13, 2024, Linnaeus University, Kalmar

Word definition skills in the early school years

Ida Rosqvist, Logopedics, Phoniatrics and Audiology, Department of Clinical Sciences, Lund, Lund University, Lund,
Swedend university

Kristina Hansson', Ketty Andersson!, Olof Sandgren!, Viveka Lyberg-Ahlander?, Emily Grenner' and Birgitta
Sahlén'

1Logopedics, Phoniatrics and Audiology, Department of Clinical Sciences, Lund, Lund University, Lund, Sweden
21 Logopedics, Phoniatrics and Audiology, Department of Clinical Sciences, Lund, Lund University, Lund, Sweden 2
Speech Language Pathology, Faculty of Arts, Psychology and Theology, Abo Akademi University, Turku, Finland

Aim(s)

The presentation will cover two studies related to word definitions skills in the early school years, and its relationship
with linguistic and cognitive factors, as well as the effect of formal schooling and a teacher Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) program.

Study 1: Investigate monolingual and bilingual students’ word definitions (WD) of 10 cross-curricular words.
Study 2: Evaluate the effect of a teacher CPD program on their students” WD skills.
Theoretical framework/area of investigation

Well-developed WD skills are important for academic success. The use of clear and concise word definitions is
required in many academic tasks, such as taking tests and writing expository texts. Teachers play a crucial role in
developing children’s WD skills. However, vocabulary instruction in the classrooms is generally not in line with current
research base, and teachers often report being unsure of how to support their students’ vocabulary development.

Methodological design
Study 1: 208 children (range 6:8-9:0 years) were assessed with a 10-item WD task.

Study 2: 25 elementary school teachers, teaching grade 1 and 2, took part in a CPD program targeting language and
communication supporting techniques in the classroom, for example evidence-based strategies for vocabulary
instruction. The effect of the CPD was evaluated on WD skills of 209 of the participating teachers’ students.

Findings and conclusion

Study 1: Many students gave superficial, or incorrect, WDs of the words included in the task. On average, monolingual
students outperformed the bilingual students. However, bilingualism alone cannot explain poor results, and other factors
must be taken into account when analyzing poor WD skills.

Study 2: Different developmental trajectories between intervention and control condition indicated some positive effect
on students WD skills, following a teacher CPD. However, more research is needed on how teachers best develop
students’ WD skills.

The results will be discussed in relation to an upcoming research project investigating the interaction between linguistic,
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cognitive, and social variables shaping variability in WD skills.
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