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Puristic attitudes of the French and their attitudes towards English have been widely discussed (e.g., Ager, 1999;
Walsh, 2014; 2016), and may be related to what Thomas (1991) terms as ‘external linguistic purims’. The basic goal
of this research is to investigate French students’ attitudes towards English and minority languages in the French higher
education, as well as to establish correlations between such attitudes and three key components of family language
policy. The key components of family language policy, as identified by Spolsky (2004; 2009), are: language practices,
language ideology, and language management. The methodology of the research includes the administration of a
questionnaire among the students of the University Côte d’Azur (Nice, France), who are divided into two groups -
those from monolingual families and those from bilingual families. There are three hypotheses that the research is
expected to confirm:

1. The participants will evaluate the knowledge and learning of English as more relevant than the knowledge and
learning of other (minority) languages;

2. The participants from bilingual families will assign greater value to multilingualism and the use of minority languages
and will believe that minority languages should be present to a greater extent in the French higher education (as courses
and media of instruction) than the participants from monolingual families;

3. The participants from bilingual families whose parents insisted on maintaining their minority languages will assign
greater value to multilingualism and the use of minority languages and will believe that minority languages should be
present to a greater extent in the French higher education (as courses and media of instruction) than the participants
from bilingual families whose parents did not insist on maintaining their minority languages.

 

References:

Ager, Dennis. 1999. Identity, Insecurity and Image: France and Language. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.

Spolsky, Bernard. 2004. Language Policy. Cambridge: Cambridge University.

Spolsky, Bernard. 2009. Language Management. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Thomas, George. Linguistic Purism. London/New York: Longman.

Walsh, Olivia. 2014. ‘Les anglicismes polluent la langue française’. Purist attitudes in France and Quebec. French
Language Studies 24. 423-449.

Walsh, Olivia. 2016. Linguistic Purism: Language Attitudes in France and Quebec. John Benjamins:
Amsterdam/Philadelphia.

1

1

Educational Linguistics 2024: 
Language(s) from Childhood to Adult Age 

September 11–13, 2024, Linnaeus University, Kalmar

© 2024. Author/s

Published under the CC-BY 4.0 license

ISBN: 978-91-8082-107-0



 

Educational Linguistics 2024: 
Language(s) from Childhood to Adult Age 

September 11–13, 2024, Linnaeus University, Kalmar

© 2024. Author/s

Published under the CC-BY 4.0 license

ISBN: 978-91-8082-107-0


