3rd International Symposium on Digital Transformation
September 11-13, 2024, Linnaeus University, Vixjo6

LEVERAGING DIGITAL EDUCATION PLATFORMS: INSIGHTS FROM
AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF THE POLITICAL COMMUNICATION
COURSE

Leocadia Diaz Romero*

Department of Journalism, School of Communication, Murcia State University, Spain,
lea.diaz@hotmail.com
Researcher at CUNY Graduate Center, USA

ABSTRACT

The digital revolution in education has fundamentally reshaped the learning
landscape through the integration of sophisticated educational platforms and tools.
These innovations have democratized access to knowledge, offering unprecedented
flexibility and convenience to learners worldwide. This paradigm shift is
particularly advantageous for non-traditional students and those juggling
educational pursuits with professional or personal commitments (Garrison &
Kanuka, 2004). Moreover, the incorporation of interactive elements such as
discussion forums, adaptive quizzes, and immersive multimedia resources has
catalyzed student engagement and fostered a more dynamic, collaborative learning
ecosystem (Hrastinski, 2008).

This paper presents a critical analysis of state-of-the-art educational platforms,
elucidating their merits, identifying areas ripe for innovation, and showcasing case
studies from the Political Communication course. The research is a component of an
ongoing innovation project in its nascent phase, which meticulously examines the
digital tools employed in this course, culminating in evidence-based proposals and
recommendations. Preliminary findings indicate that these platforms possess
transformative potential to revolutionize conventional pedagogical methodologies
and significantly enhance learning outcomes (Means et al., 2013).

Our recommendations will delineate strategies for optimizing tool utilization and
augmenting interactive features to bolster student learning and engagement. By
synthesizing empirical data with theoretical frameworks, this study aims to
contribute valuable insights to the burgeoning field of digital education, particularly
within the context of political communication. The implications of this research
extend beyond academia, offering potential applications in professional
development and lifelong learning initiatives.
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