Sexuality and Migration: Contemporary Themes and Ways Forward
December 7-9, 2022, Linnaeus University, Vixjo

THE ROHINGYA SURVIVAL CRISIS AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF
REFUGEE-HOST MARRIAGE IN BANGLADESH
M. Ala Uddin, PhD, Professor

Department of Anthropology, University of Chittagong, Bangladesh. Email:
ala.uddin@cu.ac.bd

ABSTRACT

This paper seeks to shed light on interethnic marriage, a survival strategy employed
by the Rohingya who fled Myanmar for their lives and sought refuge in Bangladesh
for decades. Considering the paucity of research on the citizenship and integration of
the Rohingya, it offers an insight into how 'stateless' Rohingya refugees attempt to
survive in the host country by engaging in interethnic marriage. The major research
question of the study is: How effective is interethnic marriage in the survival of
Rohingyas in Bangladesh? It examines the strategies, causes, and consequences of the
establishment of marital relationships between Rohingyas and the host
communities, drawing on empirical research conducted between 2018 and 2021 in
various refugee camps in Cox's Bazar. Migration, marriage, citizenship, survival,
integration, and sexuality were considered key concepts in the data collection and
analysis of this study. The empirics of the study reveal that in the absence of adequate
food, shelter, and security in refugee camps, Rohingya women try to manage their
survival by marrying Bangladeshi men with the hope of obtaining citizenship and
other basic rights. In the absence of adequate food, shelter, and security in refugee
camps, Rohingya women attempt to ensure their survival by marrying Bangladeshi
men in the hopes of obtaining citizenship and other basic rights, as revealed by the
study's empirical findings. Although such interethnic marriages are 'illegal’ and often
include polygamy, child marriage, or abandonment, both parties see potential
benefits in such unions. However, intermarriage hasn't been as beneficial to the
Rohingya's survival as it could have been.
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